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DISTRICT INVESTIGATION.

COXCI.VSXOX OF XUE TESTZXOSX
TAKEX OX fJSIDJ.V.

ADOLf CLl-8- 9 STILL. 1LI.UMINATES-WH- AT

HE KNOWS NOTIIIXU AWOUT-WH- AT HE
DOES NOT KNOW CERTAINLY. AND WHAT
HE THINKS CANNOT BF. EXACTLY IUGHT
BECAUSE HE DOES NOT ItECOLLECT HAV-
ING EXAMINED IT PERSONALLY.
Q. Tou think when Congress miV.es an ap-

propriation or that kind, authorizing the Treas-
ury Department to pay money on the meas-
urement of a United State! Officer, that yon,
as the engineer of the board, ought to make
tntu measurement! a. i mink that the law
means that the Secretary of the Interior Is to
draw that money, and I think that the Secretary
of the Interior has not been consulted at all.
I think that this is a fair construction of the
law, that the engineer of public buildings and
grounds is to measure this thing over so as fb
have a control in the obtalnlngof public funds.

Q. Tou had reference to that when you
made your answer as to that, did you! Now,
Mr. Cluss, you knew very well at the time you
made your answer, didn't you, day before yes-
terday, that you was not In office at the time
Mr. Oertly, or whoever it was, was assigned to
make out that statement, did you not! A.
Well, I have stated, you know, again, that I
had certain reference to everything that was
done for obtaining this money out of the Treas
ury.

O. Tou had no reference to the Question nut
to you in your answer! A. I had reference to
the estimate upon which the money was ob-
tained.

Q. Do you mean to state to. this committee
that Governor Shepherd delegated an assistant
out of jour office as engineer of the board to
make measurements on which money n as ob- -
uiueu iron me unitea states ireasur)i a.
Tes, sir.

Q. You do! A. Tes, sir.
Q. And that money was obtained on those

measurements! A. Tes. sir.
Q. Don't you know that those measurements

were made by Colonel Samo as the engineer
under General Babcock! A. I do not.

Q. And before jou went into office! A. The
way I read the law that the Board of Public
Works shall not take the low position of
greedy contractors, and the Commissioner of
.Public Buildings ana u rounds shall measure
over; but I consider under oath the office
which I had taken, after I had bad the honor
of an appointment from the President of the
United States, unsolicited by me. I thought
that in this obtaining of the public funds there
was to be a joint responsibility between the
Commlssinncr of Public Buildings and Grounds
and the Board of Public Works of the District
of Columbia, who are UnitcS States on. rs as
well aa the others.

Q. Then, In your opinion, Mr. Class, the
Treasury Department was wrong In making
those payments on the certificates of General
Babcock without your consent! Is that It!
Are we to understand that!

The Witness. Have you got the law here.
Q. I thought I had It here. Tou are talking

about your understanding of the law. That Is
a plain question. Tou can answer it! I ask
you whether It is your idea that the Treasury
Department was wrong In making those pay-
ments on the certificates oi General Babcock,
the United States engineer! A. It is not for
me to say that the Treasury Department was
wrong, but I believe that the thing has not
been done In that careful way In which the law
was designed. The law says, for sure, in one
appropriation, that the Secretary of the In-

terior was to ask for this money, and I have, as
far as the Governor's answer is'concerned, I
have never seen the Secretary of the Interior
dolt, or hava anythimr at all to do with it.
80, 1 tay in this regard a little irregularity has
been committed.

Mr. Wilson. Here is the law referred to,
right at the bottom of the page. (17 Stat.
at Large, p. ua.)

The act is as follows:
J 0 enaoie tne secretary or the Interior to pay

the expenditures made of the Board ol Public
Works of the District of Columbia for paving
ruauwajB uu curoiog, ana paving sioewaias,
grading, sewerage and other Improvements upon
and adjoining property of the United States In
the District of Columbia, $1,241,920 SO, or so much
thereof as may bo necessary: Provided. That all
payments under this appropriation shall be made
only upon the vouchers provided by tho officer In
charge of public buildings and grounds or the
District or Columbia, trier rail examination and
measurement or the above improvements, and the
approval of the prices claimed therefor: Provided,
That the said Board ol Publlo Works be, and
they are hereby, prohibited rrom Incurring or
contracting farther liabilities on behalf or the
United Stales In the Improvement of streets, ave-
nues and reservations beyond the amount of the
appropriations previously made by Congress, and
from entering Into any contract touching such Im-
provements on behalf ol the United Mates, ex-
cept in pursuance of appropriations made by Con-
gress.

Q Now you have read the entire law
through ! A. As far as I implied from the
Governor's answer, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior has not been asked about it, and in this

In my opinion, a little irregularity has
committed.

Q. You have read the law throush. Do
you find anj thing in that law requiring pay-
ment to be made on vouchers approved by you
or by the engineer of the Board of P"ublic
Works ! A. I think the law reads that way.
The vouchers are to be approved, of course,
and a voucher must be made, of course, before
It ran be approved.

Q. Who has to make it! A. Of course the
Board of Public Works. This Is clear.

Q. That Is your opinion of it! A. It Is a
question of law. I do not w ant to go any
further about it. I am an engineer, not a law-
yer.

Q. That Is your construction of that law, is
Jtf A. Yes, sir.

Q. That these vouchers ought to have been
approved by you, and that General Bibcock's
approval alone was not sufficient? A. No, sir;
not sufficient in my opinion; there ought to
have been a Joint approval.

Q. To return. Your statement yesterday
was that the statement or account on which
that appropriation was based was made by a
deputy in your office, for whose acts you were
responsible, selected by Governor 8hepherd,
without your knowledge or consent, and made
out by him: la that true, or notl A. Mr. Mat-tlng- ly

Mr. Mattlngly. Just answer the question yes,
or no. A. I have not fully understood you:
please repeat it.

Q. Tou stated here day before yesterday that
there was an account made out, which was
made the basis ofan appropriation of $1,210,000
and upward, bv one of your assistants, respon-
sible to you, taken from jour own supervision,
and under the direct orders of the vice presi-
dent. Is that statement true? A. I have re-
peated already my understanding of this. I
misunderstood tne question.

Q. As an answer to the question printed
mere u u umruei a. hch, as an answer J.

mean to answer the question that the money
was obtalt-e-d from the Treasury and no esti-
mate made. I am glad to make this correct-
ion. It as an unintentional prrnr.

Q. Do you mean to state here that money of
the Treasury was paid on that statement of
account maae by a subordinate In your office.
Do 3 ou mean to make that statement! No
response.

Q. That money was drawn out of the Treas-
ury! A. Tes, sir.

Q. Tou say, In your answer, you understood
when you were making that answer It aDDlIed
to when the money was paid or the manner in
wnicn tne money was paia A. 1 mean to say
I do not know anything of it, but that, as the
responsible officer, I ought to have known it.
This is my answer.

Q. Tou feel sore on the subject, I know, In
regard to this matter. As I understand it.
your version is simply this: that you think
tnese measurements on wnicn tne uovermnent
paid this money ought to have been made by
you. Is that it! A. I am not sore upon the
subject, but I do not shirk responsibility,

I have plenty on baud to do with-outl- t.

I
Q. Do I understand you to say that, in your

opinion, the measurements on which this
money was paid by the United States Treasury
should have been made by you! A. Under the
direction of the engineer of the board and the
official head of the office.

Q. Tou were that head! A. Tes, sir; to be
reported to the Board of Public Works to
modify ortdopt the report. It ought to haTe
gone to Mr. Samo to be remeasured.

Q. Then your reasons for making this state-
ment denying all knowledge of Government
measurements and your responsibility for
them, and ascertaining that tbey bad been
made by engineers, your subordinates de-

tailed, without your knowledge ami consent, It
by the Governor, was this: that, in your opin-
ion, these measurements ought to have been
made by you, or made under your immediate
directions, before the money was obtained from
the Treasury of the United States. Is that so'
A. Under my Immediate direction; that is the
point. I do not mean-t- o tay tinder my- - imme-
diate direction; under my direction. -

Q. Now, in point of fact, at the time these I
statements were prepared, or when they were
ordered to be prepared, were you a member of
the Board of Public Works! A. When these
Statements

Q. Answer yes or no, will you, please! A.
Tou put me at once to perjury.

Q. No, sir; I do not do anything ef the sort.
It la a plain question. I ask you when thisstatement A. Which statement!

J. Your own statements on which that ap-
propriation of l,3io,000.was based. When
these statements were ordered to be made outby the rice president of the board, Mr. Shep-
herd, fwhen hedetailed a clerk In the engineers
office for that purpose, were yotf a member ofthe Board ofPubllc Works! That is s simple
S?10? l ?" memher of. the Board ol
Public Work when tola report went officially
to Congress. j- -

Q. That la not the question, Mr. Clnis. The a
, Jlion la this rwhen one of the deputy engi,
tiecrsln the engineer'! office waa detailed by by
Mr. Shepherd, the vice riresldent cf the Board
of Public Work, to make this statement upon
which that appropriation waa based, were you

I .' fadl ty Wore wjee. I U

O. I have not cot to anr answervet. I haTe
beentrylng-tocetonetor- a

long-tim- e. Yeaor
no were you member of the Board of Public
Works or not! A. T mnt look at the dates.

Q. There is thefepoft oriB72. A. I wanted
to have the dales when this appropriation bears
the official signature. .

The Chairman. Mr. Mattin2lT. I am not so
dear that Mr. Cluss understands your question
now.

Mr. Mattlngly. That is the reason I asked
him whether he understood it or not.

The Chairman. You have reference, as I un-
derstand you, to this: A statement was made
out under "the order of somebody, which waa
carried to Congress and presented to a commit
tee or congress as a oasts lor an appropriation.

Mr. Mattimrlv. Yes. air.
The Chairman. Now you want to know

whether he was a member of the Board of
Public Works when that statement waa pre
pared.

Mr. Mattlngly. Tea. sir: that la my Question.
The Chairman. I doubt whether Mr. Cluss

understands that Question
The Witness. I understand that question

now.
The Chairman. It does not relate to appro

priations or expenditures or appropriations, out
to estimates aa a basis for which these appro-
priations were made.

The Witness. I have the estimate here.
There can be no doubt about it; but, however,
as this estimate is appended to a partial report,
dated November 1, 1872, so I have a right to
say I waB a member of the board when this was
laid before Congress.

The Chairman. No, sir; that la not the ques-
tion at all.

Mr. Mattlngly. That Is not my question.
The Witness. What is it, then!
Bv Mr. Mattln?lv: O. Mv Question is this:

when the deputy engineer waa detailed by the
vice president of the Board of,Pnbllc Works
iu prepare: m HsicmciiiHiiicii uini appiupri.
atlon was asked for. were vou a member of the
Board of Public Works! A. I am not positive
about mat.

Q. Ton are not positive about that! A. No,
sir; because I am only positive I was never
asked about It.

Q. Tou went there In October, did you not!
A. Xes, sir; on the vm or Vr tober.

Q. That Is the report of November, 1872! A.
Tes, sir.

Q. Tou find it there, do you not! A. Tes,
sir.

Q. Tou were appointed engineer of tho
board, or requested to assume the duties oi the
engineer of the board, on the 23th day of De
cember, 1872, were you notl A. I was the en
gineer member of the board from October 23;
and I was member of the Board of Public
Works.

Q. I understand that: but you had notcharge
of the engineer department of the board until
the jutn 01 December! A. That is correct.

Q. Now that report was made November II
A. Tes, sir.

(j. When 3 ou went into the board In Oc-

tober, do you know whether Mr. Oertley was
not engaged at that time in the preparation of
inn statementi A. 1 am not poeitrve about
that.

Q. It was concluded in November, was it
notl A. Tes, sir.

Q. It had already been defined bv that time!
A. Most likely. On the HOth of October, to
the best of my recollection; one night
while at Governor Shepherd's private house,
he invited me to come and hear the writing out
of his report.

y. By tne 1st or .November, anyhow, that
statement was all completed, was it not? A.
The 1st of November, lfc72.

Q. Now, It was not until the latter part of
December vou assumed charge of the en
gineer's office! A. Tes, sir.

Q. How could a subordinate of yours, as an
engineer of the Board of Public Works, re--
sponsime to you, oe aetauea oy tne vice presi-
dent of the board to make out this statement
on which this appropriation was based, when,
in point of fact, at that time you had nothing
to do with the board! A. I have already said
that I misunderstood the question; Inmy state
ment yesterday 1 reierrea to the money drawn
out, and I have formally retracted, aa far aa
that point was concerned.

Q. That is all the answer you desire to
make! A. Tes, sir.

Q. Now, Mr. Cluss, I understand you to say
that ou mistook the question, and your an-
swer applied to the statement on which the
money was obtained. A. Thatia it.

Q. Was that money obtained on anv state
ments made out money obtained from the
Treasury Department! Now understand my
question, please. Was that money obtained
from the Treasury Department or any state-
ment of account made out by any of tho depu-
ties in your office, detailed by the vice presi-
dent of the Board of Public Works! A. Ill of
these measurements were made by subordi-
nates of my office without my knowledge, but
about the details, bow it waa done, I am not
posted.

Q. Now that Is a very plain question, and it
seems to me you ought to answer it in a plain-way- .

Tou made a broad, sweeping assertion
here day before yesterday, which you have now
to admit, In terms, la untrue.

Mr. Hamilton. 1 do not think it Is hardly fair
for you to repeat that thing over to the wit-
ness. Tou have got an answer several times
from him to the effect that It was under a mis-
apprehension of the question that he gave the
answer that he did. lie did not admit its un-
truth, but he explains how it was that answer
was given. He says the answer was given to a
question, as he understood it, In a different
shape. It Is hardly fair, therefore, to state In
your question that he admits his answer to be
untrue.

Mr. Mattlngly. I do not mean to be misun-
derstood as putting Mr. Cluss Into the position
of admitting that it was willfully untrue. I
understood him to say that he misapprehended
the question.

Mr. Hamilton. That Is what he stated. Tou
ought to deal fairly by the witness.

Governor Shepherd. Mr. Hamilton, I think I
have a right to be fairly dealt by also. This
man comes here and makes a statement by
which he seeks to asperse my character as a
public officer. Now we want to show from the
record that that Is untrue.

Mr. Hamilton. Certainly, you may do that;
but do it in a fair way.

Governor Shepherd. Certainly.
By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. I understand Mr.

Cluss to say this, that in the statement which
he made In answer to that question, he misun-
derstood the question; that his answer applied
to the statement on which the money was ob-
tained from the Treasury Department. Is that
soi a. les, sir.

Q. That is your explanation! A. Tes, sir.
V. .iov mat is soi a. xes, sir.
Q. Then I ask you this question: Assuming

that to be true, do you mean to say that that
money was obtained from the Treasury De-
partment on statements made out by one of the
uepuues 01 your omce, lor whom jou were re-
sponsible, detailed by the vice president of the
board, without your knowledge or consent; do
you mean to say that1

Witness pausing.
Mr. Harrington.'l insist upon an answer.
Q. Do yqu understand the question! If yon

do, please answer. A. I am thinking how to
answer. I am correct In the spirit, but I do
not like to be caught in the wording.

Q. It is simply a matter of fact, Mr. Cluss.
A. My sweeping assertion was, that all these I
Government measurements were made without I
the least knowledge on my part; that only one
day I was called upon to sign an appropriation;
sign the statement, you know, on which

was obtained. This Is all; the whole
that I know In this matter. If at one time a
signature of mine haa been obtained to any
paper, it has been a mere clerical matter. I
have never-see-n any paper I am positive about
that in detail, except that day when I was
asked to sign the appropriation for that mil-
lion.

Q. Now, Mr. Cluss, can you tell me what
you did mean, or to what you understood that
questioa to apply, which you answered, and
which x have repeated half a dozen times! A.

answer it again, that all these Government
measurements were made by employees of my
office, without my knowledge or consent. To
the best of my knowledge, it waa done by the
vice president, because when I asked where
those folks were, I waa told they were off un-
der the orders of the vice president. That
covers the whole case.

Q. Tou state now all of these appropria-
tions, and measurements for all of these ap-
propriations!

a
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you mean to be understood that your
language should apply to those measurements
before you were a member oT the board, and
before you assumed charge of the engineer's
office! A. Of course it could not apply to that.

Is
y. lour language, In express terms, so jar

as printed in tho records, makes it apply to
that. A. I claim it applied to the spirit, and
not to the wording. I am not a lawyer, but
an architect, f know the facts, not the mean-
ing of words, perhaps.

Q. Now, I asked vou a little while ago
whether you signed the report of 1873 or not.

nave not an answer to that yet. Did you, or
not! A. I think I signed it, but am not posi-
tive. The original paper wni show It. These
capers were so nresented. In in nfLhind wv
that I could not posslblr recollect".

Q. Tou signed them as .mere routlna of of-- I
ncer a jtney.were brought to me so.

QNow, here In the Teport of 1873,. tho in-
debtedness of the General Government to the
District of Columbia, on account of Improve-
ments, as shown la the statement" hereto ap-
pended, Is as follows: '(For work in and around
Government reiervat Ions "and public buildings.

573,171.?5fjbr worlron avenues. $l,05S,5Jo;
for main sewerage, '3.540,1581.83; total, $4,070
427.94;" Doyoa mean-- to ba understood as
lavimr you signed that report without seeln?
that statement! Ai I am sorry to aay tbitl
saw this statement anerwara, I
saw It was my refusal to lgn that Application

second honorahla committee,,
because, of coarse, the? whole sewerage, lone"

the Board of Public Works did sot cost what
they put down as tho Government; jnare. I
Under my jesronsihilitv of office. I could not

such paper, '
Q., The statement on cam 31. remrt of 1673. Is
signed by yon, U Jt notf

"
Xfejs statfgen; .

ISlaUncUeftvumcttiiMrtayermt napIctlnd
T vj. punn sever unaer comracr.

'. Flhdley'a contract" ''- - . . - t&,m 90
sewer . -- 1,600 00

Tompkins fc Buckles -- . 2,420 00
!! AOaras,'(atreot sewer,) 40,S30 03

Bartlettfc Williams" . . 340,000 TO
Ganti JiAppleman . '. --

B.
M.675 00

Strong . - - - . . 47,400 00
8.K. Gregg .... 40,018 00
Seventh street southeast, sewer 17,018 95

Eleventh street southeast, sewer 11,443 47
Third street southeast, sower 16,733 60
Seventh street northeast, sewer 42,123 85
Qallaher's contract.. - - 34SVO0OO
James creek (7,000 00

Total . . . . i,os,ses-e-
Staltmtnt of amounts required for the completion

of work on GopemiMnl reMreationt ana culls- -
"nj.

For completion of steps and flagging
In front or Patent and Post Umce, '133,000 00

On 8lreet north, - - - 47,010 00
On B street south .... e.ooooo

Total, 78,000 00

Statement of amount! required for the completion
of ttreett, pavemenltt grading, parking, 4f.
unatr contract.

First Division, In Georgetown, - (40,187 00
Second and Third Divisions, in north-westl-

section or city. . 3,(2)00
Fourth Division, from Ninth to Fif-

teenth streets welt, - 53,145 40
Firth Division, from First to Ninth

streets west , - S3 393 U
Sixth Division, In northeastern sec-

tion, .....- - 19.8M CO

Seventh Division, In eastern section, 169,681 83
Eighth Division, on Island, 128,044 73

Total, 0U,1C9 12

RICAriTCLATlOX.
Amount required for completion of

sewers - - - - - - n,0M,ces es
Amount reqnlrcd for completion or

Governmeut work ... 78,000 00
Amount required for completion of

streets ..... C21.13912

Total - . . 1;T5S,T04 78

Iis amount of material on hand 119,0(7 25

1,038,067 64
ADOLF CLCS8.

Engineer in charge.
October 31, 1873.

A. That is not this report. When I refused
the Governor to sign his paper again I stated
distinctly that I had been made to sign this
paper, ana tne nrst line or 11 was a mistake 01
Oertly's, and this was the reason that I did
not sign the second paper.

O. So you would not sign the second paper!
A. It was presented to me again in some
waJ- -

u. wnat is tne nrst unei a. 11 is "state
ment of amount required for tho completion of
main sewers under contract." F. FIndley's con-tra- ct

$o6,0S1.90. This contract, so far as the
main sewerage is concerned, Is about 212,000,
and Mr. OertIy,'Utidcr orders of the Governor,
made me sign a false statement here the
main sewer.

Mr. Wilson. What does It cost! A. About
f 12.000. It is not settled yet. I happened to
have it on hand this morning-- . It Is about

iu,uuu. Mr. Mniey says 11 was maue-grou-

and he could not possibly do It for that price.
The contract was given without the price
being inserted.

iiy Mr. Mattlngly: a. state whether that is
your signature banding witness a paper. A.
I thick that Is my signature.

Q. mere is a letter addressed by you, aatco.
November 21, 1873, to the vice president of the
Board of Public Works: I wish pou would read
it. Witness read as follows: T

Board or Fdblio WonKF,
District or Columbia,

Office of chief Kxo ix-- m,

WXSllIMlTOX. November 51. 173- -

uon.u.A. it'Haw, vice rreiHicta, ac:
bin: In accordance with your communication of

the 13th Instant. I herewith transmit cotiles or
vouchers and estimates or work done on avenues
and streets In front or Government nronertv. and
on which no or only partial mtaiuremeutsand
payments hare heretofore been made by the Gov-
ernment.

The copies ot vonchers In this office I hava all
certined to. as requested by you.

The balance due on last measurement, aa well
as the balance due, as per assessment, on work
formerly settled tor. hava been eomnlled from tho
records or the auditor's office by Deputy Engineer
Oertly who. Is fully conversant with all the details
of the transaction from the beginning.

The lollowingls a condensed statement of the
amount duo from the Government on work ac-
tually done. Tit:
Balance due 03 last measurement t3.(KH5
Ohio avenue ...... B4t0 83
New Hampshire avenue ... 10,674 S)
Delaware avenue ..... 4,403.08
Vermont avenue ..... 28,765 C8

Khode Island avenue .... oi,v a
New Jersev avenue .... (0,330 23
11 street south, SUth to Fourteenth

iircci west ...... 8,283 70
Seventh street, C to G street northwest 45,570 63
F street, Fifth to Ninth street north-we-....... 84,130 13

--Balance due on
Massachusetts avenue. New Jersey ave-

nue to Boundary northwest, as per...... 43,184 60
Sixth street west. B north to I south 6,000 00
Circle at Thirteenth end P street north-

west ....... 67,778 19
Flagging around Patent and Post Of-

fices ........ 21,(52 0
Sevtntb street, through Mount Vernon

sonar ....... .13,117 00
Tiber sewer, main stem, front of Gov

ernment printing omce ... 12,000 00
Work on street around and adjacent to

United States Canltol . --, . sqt.iu so
To this ought to bo added, for comple- -

UWU VI HUJk, VUUfc .... &U,WU VU

Total 827,471 07
Deduct correction or error of measure-

ment on Bawllns square, which oc-

curred In measurement of January,
1873 14.678 00

Balance due...... 1812,893 07
The work reanlred In the, eomnllntlnn nf th

above figures, and their comparison with former
appropriations or Congress on avenues and streets,
was quite laborious and eztecsive, and hence the
UC1BJ.

Very retpectfally, fcc, Adolf Cltjss,
Engineer In charge.

The Witness. This verifies the statement
which I made.

Q. That verifies the statement which
you made, that you knew nothing about
the Government measurements! A. That
the engineers are sacrificed by the Board
of Public Works. This was submitted to me
by Mr.,OertIy, and, as a mere clerical matter,
was slgn-- d.

Q. Was signed at whose request! Let us un-
derstand that. That is In response to a letter
or Mr. Willard, dated the IStb, and this reply
Is dated the 21st. Tou bad eight days! A. In
eight daya I could not possibly have gone to
work and measured up this work that la In
here.

Q. Tou did not undertake to do It! A. I
could not do it at all. I said Mr. Oertly did
thls.-wor-

Q?Mr. Oertly did not write this letter, did
he,or algnltl A. Mr. Oertly wrote the let--'

ter, and I signed it. It Js inthe handwriting
of one of the clerks.

Q. 8icnedbyyou.isitnot! A. I think, for
sure, I altered the wording of that letter sonifcf
wnat, occause it was too positive, and I altered
the wording of It: and so this was a mere
clerical matter for me to have signed it.

Q. Wasn't that work measured, and wasn't
It a compilation from vonchers! A. All I
know was certain vouchers In connection with
the change of grades around the Capitol here.

Q. I am talking about the Items mentioned
In that letter! A. That is one of the Items.
There are certain vouchers connected with
this work around the Capitol. These bear my
eigusiurn ana jir. Barneys, ana tnis part or It

know, but as far aa the rest of It la concerned
am altogether ignorant.
y. men wnatever Dears Mr. Barney's and

your signature is all right! A. Of course.
Human Judgment is liable to err. Certainly
there will not be found anything but what
competent men, under similar circumstances,
would do.

Q. But so far as the Board ofPubllc Works Is
concerned, when you addressed a letter like that
to the executive head of the board, is It not fair
to presume that you knew what you were wrl-tin- g

about aa engineer of that board? Tou
have Just a little while ago stated to me that it
was impossible, between the 23d of October
and 1st of November, to do that off-ha- state-
ment of appropriations required, you know, for
$1,240,00 appropriation. I did not tell you It
was Impossible. A. How could I, within ten
or twelve days, do such voluminous work as
this!

Q. That Is what T am trying to find ont.
Now, Mr. Cluss, look at these assessments
there, and see if each one of them is not certi-
fied to by you as engineer! A. East Capitol
street, from First to Second street, there Is not

signature on that on this one.
Q. Tou ay your signature la not on that!

A. No, sir; It is not.
Q. Just please look at that again before you

make such a positive statement. See If you do
not nnd it there In red ink! A. Ah, yes that
Is all right.

By Mr. Stantonl Q. Is it your signature! A.
Tes, sir; that la my signature.

Q. Are not those the papers on which the
statements mads In that letter were based! A.
It would take a' close comparison to say so.

Q. Just see if these are not all signed by
you--

Handing the witness a number of vouchers
referred to In the letter.

--A. This bears out what I said, that this
system of the Board of Public Works that is
In Togue win catch In Its measures the best en-
gineers. These papers were presented to 'me
as a mere clerical matter. Jt did not know that

slimed these vouchers. ' . i
- Q. Then you would sign a msss of papers
una tuat, .air. uumi.iou wouia write out a
long letter,givfnga summary of this statement..'
address It to the executive officer of the Board
of Public Works, and this as 'engineer 'of the J,

board, ana come here ana state it was a mere
clerical performance on70ur"partl.CA.-- r pre-
tend to say this la the way the Board of Public
Works perform the work", ur tho 'Governor
knew very well. e - - - '""

Q. That la the War Vnrr fierfahned vonrJ
amy. is u noti Tnac ail ese measurements
naa neea ror months DreDarinir these vol omi
nous paperaherel A. Wb.airl-'am'poslUi-

about these vouchers Tor iniproTemfeBts " 'I
I want to have him answer

One Question before ran imrtf&'trr annther.
want him to italenvhetherchil namo'appears

to in theservouchers. A. In this' way, 'MrJ
Oertly slcns in his handwritlcp. iM mtlraml I

In my handwriting between, J ,
By My. Mattlnglyj.Q;1 Thei your own. nami- k

rtnn rqrtsnthT)BoCor,thcaerreertlncatea!
A. Yes, sifv r , , .,.,.- - -- r-

,Q, Signed try you! A. Tea, sir,
Q. .Do you mean to say they are false! A. I

am sorry tor gay I cannot indeed say right or
lcfVyoultnow. .Laughter.

Q. Then, you cannot state whether they are
true or false! 'A. In as far as they are, copies
from our, records In the office of the engineer
department, I know they are true; but as far as
.these estimates are concerned, since the Gov?
ernor'a answer,I .have had myeyes opened In
such a way that the confidence I had fn the
engineer assistants, who prepared and laid these
papers before me is so shaken that I am ashamed
to have signed anything like them. It wis laid
before me by the assistant not under my con.
trol, who made up these papers.

Q. Then) what do you think of your answer
to this question:

Q. You had nothing to do with the Government
measurements. If I understood you7 A. No;
nothing whatever.

Q. What do you think of that statement
now! A. I bad nothing to do whatever, but
through courtesy to the Governor I signed cer-
tain papers officially made by the assistants,
under bis special knowledge.

Q. Do you meari to say, that Mr. 8hephenl
ever saw those papers! A. I do not say that
he did. I do not tay that he dkl not.

Q. Did you not send them to Mr. Wlllard!
A. I could not recollect.

Q. Is not your letter addressed to Mr. Wil-lar- dl

A. Oh, yes, sir; it seems so.
Q. Are not those the vouchers you referred

to in that letter! A. I could Dot say. I tell
you it would take a close comparison.

Q. Any one would not be blamable for pre-
suming you did,-kno-w something about these
measurements when they find your name
signed to the mass of papers relating to them!
A. That Is, I am afraid all. these papefa were
made to mislead 'Congress In fact Congress
would tako

Q-- Then you have signed the papers., made 1
.. i.i., n. i t '. v . 4

vu uiiaicau vouicts, uave youi aux nave
stated that theso papers, you know, were
signed hy me as a courtesy to the Governor,
who sent thoso voluminous papers to me.

Q. Did the Governor send those papers to
Jou for signature A. It Is the only time that

Mr. Oertly and Mr. Samo, and they came'
to me about anything.

Q. Did the Governor send them to you! A.
I do not know whether he Is on record. He is
too smart to go ou record in these thlnzs.

Q. Did the Governor send them to you! A.
I could not recollect.

Q. If you will answer my question you will
get along much easier. A. I cannot recollect
it; it is too far back.

Q. Do you know that thefi papers were sent
to you by Mr. Willard, with a letter of the 13th,
to which yours Is an answer! A. Mr. Wlllard
Is entirely unacquainted with these facta

Q. I am asking you about your knowledge,
not Mr. WlllanPa knowledge. Did not these
papers come to you. and that letter dated 13th
November, signed by Wlllard! A. I do not
think they came to me with that letter.

Mr. Btewart. Have you got that letter here!
Mr. Mattlngly. No, sir; not here Just now;

It Is being copied. But the letter Is In answer
to that of the 13th.

By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. If you will take up
the Governor's answer there, the ll6t"of con-
tracts there on pages 337 and 338 you did not
sign, I understand you to sayl A. I am pretty
sure I did not sign them.

Q. Did you not say if your name was there
it was a forgery! A. I said yon called It so.

Q. And you adopted It! "No response.
Q. State whether that Is your signature!

Handing witness a paper. A. It seems to be
my signature.

Q. What have you got to say about it now;
is It a forgery! A. I repeat merely that the
system in vogue by the Board ofPubllc Works
la apt to catch any one In these measurements.

Mr. Mattlngly. That will hardly do, Mr.
Cluss. A. I will reseat that the most im-
portant document In here that which relates
to money: these. I am sure. I did not sum.

Governor SheDherd. Answer as vou t?o alone
please. We have tot plenty of them for ou..
inia papcrinai is now snown yon. nag just
been obtained from the Government Printing
Office. It was the original paper that was sent
there when my answer was being printed. It
win do iouna on pago ia of the printed
volume.

Q. Is that your signature! A. Yet, sir; that
is my signature.

The following Is the paper alluded to aa
contained on page 337 or the Governor's
answer:
Kir of Contractt, 4 c. of the Board of Public

IKori Continued.
No. 1832, Feb. 4, 1S74 To clean the sewer

from B street northwett to
New Jersey avenue, Syl.
vanua Gleason. contractor.

No. 1632, Feb. 4, 1S74 To clean the Eighth-stre-

sewer from It street north-we-

to Grant avenue, Syl.
'vanus Gleason. contractor.

OrFICTOFCOTTRACTSAVDSDrrLIES. I
BOAKD OF l'UOLTO WottRV. Tea. 14, 1874.

W. K. JTott, Contract Clerk.
I have examined the above lilt, and certify to

uie cujTCGUlcis 01 mo same,
Atwit. Tt.tt. f!Mf TiHn

WASmsOTOT, Feb. 14, 1J74.
Q. Is this your signature! Handing wit-

ness original of statement aa it appears on
pare 838. A. That is my signature, The
following Is the paper referred to on Dare
338:
1019 Albert Gleason, .... (4.26000
102C Samuel O. Wroe, .... 4eo CO

ira canceled, .....
1022 Canceled,
1023 'Joseph S. MarUn, ...
1024 James T. Ferry, .... 233 03
1024 Work not Begun, ....
1020 Work not begun, ....
1027 Jackson Pumphry, ...
1023 Daniel A. Connolly, ... fcooo 00
1029 Samuel C Wroe, 1,008 00
1030 Barker fc Maxwell, - - .
ioji uaaceicu, ....
1032 Sylvanus Gleason, 8,800 00
W1J4 tlnenan iNesdall, - 11,833 60

Total, - 1267,409 83

'Cancels contract 78, to which refer for esti-
mated cost,

t Furnished on requsttlon.
J Canceled.
i Cancels contract 632 and S31. 'Certified to. Adolf Clusi,

Chief Engineer.
The Witness. Allow me Just to look at an

important document that I referred to, the one
which relates to money. Alter examination.
Hero is the Important document. This is, I
see, on page 463, This has no signature at all,
but I mean to say that the important state-
ments come without any signature of the en-
gineer. It Is on page 465,;and Is entitled
"Estimate st of compietlng-contrac- on
which

MrSaeVItdoismot purport, la have, any' "signature? --,
Mr. Mattlngly. No, sir.
Q. You aro not charged in the Governor's

answer'with that, are you! A. It docs not
seem so.

Q. Is that your Important matter that you
spoke of just now which had reference to
money! A. Yes, sir; that la one. Witness
examining a printed volume.

Q. Are you looking for another! A. I am
hunting to show that the Important papers
came either not signed by me, or signed
by me without my knowledge tho Important
papers; those mere clerical matters, the list of
contracts, and so on where they are Just from
one to a thousand

Q. Let me call your attention to another
thing: You have referred to matters with
which money is connected, and to which your
signature ought to have been attached. Turn
to page 410, or the Governor's Answer bot-
tom of the page and you will find there this
letter:

Hoard of Public Works, 1

District of Columbia,
WARniNriTOV-- Slarrh 14. 1S73L

Sib: We inclose bills for work done by the. Ivuxu wi k uvue tvoritsoi me xjisinci 01 Colum-
bia, In accordance with the provisions of act ap-
proved .March 2. 1S73. entitled "An act milclnr
appropriations ror sundry civil expenses or the of
Government." One for il,0U,2U7 and one tor
SlO0.633.and reauest Ih&t n&vment bammlftfor

not
Una

Very respectfully, obedient servants, J
41. XJ. UUUKK,
Alex. bnarinRD,
Jaiies A. Mauruozs,
S. P. BRowir, .
Adolf Clcss,

Board Publlo Works, District of Columbia.
TotnehecretaryofVie Treasury

y. Did you sign that letter! A. That Is the
signature to which I had reference In my testi-
mony. I have stated distinctly that I signed
only one paper, and that is the one which I
had reference.

Q: That Is the only paper you signed! A.
Yes, sir, of any consequence.

Q. And these other papers you signed were
of no consequence in relation to the obtaining
of money front the public treasury! No re-
sponse.

Q.That Is the only one you signed! A. Yes,
SUV- - . ,

Q. And this mass of papers that you signed,
and -- which, was., the. basis of. appropriations
from the Treasury, were of no account I A. I
Sneafcof-those-: upon which .money was actually
obtained of 3 three and. a half, millions.
(Whether this was ever obtained I do know,
.because it baa. never been reported how this
.rn.oney-.wa- s obtained. -- .Another appropriation
01 aiamwo anu a quarter was neiora wis

w(thouti.the signature of the board, and
all subsequent Appropriations again were

Without; the signature of the board. This
is the onlv Saner, ofanr conaenTienr

,Q.'Dpn,'t you think now that you" did have
some knowledge d these. Government

haa.the-- means of ascertaining
something about ihem!" A. No," air. , 'QTjYou.da'nol ihlnK sb now, having- - seen
your signature all this mass of testimony!
A ..Tou hate not shown me mvstraatursto
any one tffthe'faeudfementa-in'- a single one I

tiutu u Matwiaejiib. .nave expiaineu
youthatxhljaattr thlsTqlume
' Mr. Mattlngly; ;Your, signature - wis not

elirned.tQth9nieasuTement.ihat t.lnon.The Government would "fcnt -- hava faiM tha
been there

vsucraixisDCDCK-- a signature was ine Only one
necei jarr to the measurement.

The "YyNiieas. I have shown In my
nrrfnlnri. that Inn Sieretarnrt)ia fntrtn

Mr; Hat !. Unfortun'telv your opinion t
frouM , iiMjt Cj , ii as J

3 .t. e r

inrerChalrniao e$h& 1 of arjro- -

ment.1 won janpt,speca much time aoout

'By Mjf. Mattliliiy : 'QNow, Mr. Class,"your
complaint 01 your omce, on
which, jou seem 10 Jay consiaeranie stress, was
based upon the fact tharMr.OeTtlyhad been
detailed do some work-witho- your being
consulted! A. I said that Is one of the many
cases.

Q. This Is the esse you "referred to in your
testimony day before yesterday! ,

The Witness. Will you allow me to detail
another one!.

Mr. Mattlngly. Oh, yes.
The Witness. As one of the many cases you

know, I have told you here In Washington, to
the best of my knowledge, you know, the

the whole working is gotten from
Sir. William Tweed, In New York the way In
which the work is done. Now, a correspon-
dence had been springing up between what I
call the superintendent of property and a clerk
nndcr my charge. I tried stop this.' I
wrote to Mr. E. B. Townsend, the superinten-
dent of property, as follows:

Board of Puntic Worm, 1
1MS1BICT OF COLOMBIA, I

OFTICZOFCmiFOFE'JOINBJ.RS, I
yVamiimito'v.-- c, April lit. )

Sib: Having- - observed a communication referred
by you to superintendent's branch of this office,. I
have to say that any Information required from
this office will be given only upon application di-
rect to tlte engineer In charge. No employes ot
the fuporlntendenl's room has authority to furnish
Information, except to this office.

Very reipecilully, Adolf Cluss,
Engineer In charg-e- .

E. Totentend, ttq , superintendent property B.

Aftetward there comes a book keeper. It Is
too much for him to read that, letter, and he
has to have it indorsed by book-keepe-r. The
indorsement is as follows:

WASUIXQTOX, V,'-- April 29, 1874.
,AdoltCfuss, engineer In charge, authorises

property to refer for information to en
gineer In enargaf-iv- o employee or superinten-
dent's branch hasautbority to riuslan Information
except to this office.

Bespcctfnlly returned to the engineer to charge,
lnvitla- - attention to the fact that the within let-
ter conflicts with Instructions or the board, dated
August 28, 1873, a copy which was rurnlshed the
engineer, anu laggeaiing mat tne matter ne

to the board for their consideration.
E. 13. Townsejid,

Superintendent Property.
May 14, 1874.

Q. Tou regarded It as one of the irregular
workings of the office down there, and they
abstracted letters and Indorsed the contents on
the envelope! A. I consider that every little
clerk haa another little clerk to abstract
papers, as to make the system so compli-
cated that whenever a case comes up you can-
not fasten the responsibility upon anybodv.

Q. Tou cannot, It seems, fasten responsl- -
ciiity upon a man wno puts nis signature to
papers. A. Under the workings' of the sys
tem.

Q. And in vour opinion it Is a svstem of
1 weeuismi a. it is a system or w 1111am a.
Tweed, which waa admired all over the United
States beiore his Irregularities were discov-
ered.

Q. Tou, however, remained under that sys
tem from the date of your appointment, Octo- -
oer, ib(3, until tne present time I A. 1 have
done the best I could to remedy it by talking
the matter up, day by day, between different
members of the board.

Q. Did vou ever examine the svstem organ
ized by Mr. William M. Tweed! A. I know
the blanks were Imported from New Tork.

u. what blanka speclty the blanks I A.
The blanks for vouchers, and all those things.

y. suppose you were 101a mat there was not
a tincle blank for a voucher lmnorted from
New York, and you were satisfied that such
was the fact, would not you think you were
swearing a little hotly and hastily I Would
not you think you were allowing your vlndic-tlvene- ss

run away with your Judgment to
some extent! A. I do not know ; perhaps I
ought not to Je so much In detail. I mean the
whole machinery blanks and on.

Q. Now, what blanks! Tou are undertaking
to testify here to facts. A. Well, when I was
inspector of buildings, when I consented to
take the office under the board, I was requested
to make u law for buildings In the District,
and I did it according to tho exigencies of the
case. They at once Imported a building law
from New York, and wanted me to copylt. I
didn't think it was the right thing for Wash- -
ington,o I amended It. u was one 01 those
cases wnere

Q. Was that building law of New York one
of Tweed's laws! A. No, sir; It was an act of
the Legislature.

Q. Tou Improved upon it! A. Yes, sir; of
course.

Q. And your Improvement of the system
was adopted here! A. Well, it was a modified
system; it was not Improved.

Q. As modified by ou it was adopted! A.
Yes, sir.

u. I fiat is in answer to one case, or Illustra
tion of Twcedlsm; now give us another. A.
1 nave reaa in tne investigation or lavi, mat
Mr. Shepherd, the best of my knowledge,
was asked about William M. Tweed, and after
ward this very fact came out that they wero In
New York especially visited there for the pur-
poseof learning from their organization.

V. irom mas source 01 lmormation irom
what you read there, you inferred their wholo
system was Imported from New York, and all
their blacks and forms adopted here. Is that
it!

The Witness. The machinery!
Mr. Mattlngly. Yes. A. Yes.
Q. That is the source of your knowledge

from which you are testifying here! A. And
from my acquaintance with the whole system.

Q. Are you acquainted with the Twee .
system in New York! A. Yes, sir; acquainted
to some extent, I have some acquaintance
employed In that -

Q. And you recognize the system here. A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And have acted under it! A. Yes, sir.
Q. How, will you please tell us what Tweed-i- s

m, in your opinion, means In your testi-
mony here! A. A very complicated system of
k eeplng accounts.. For Instance, making the
superintendent of property an Independent
office, ou know, and then having the contract
bureau. Instead of having it united, they dis-
tribute it, so that nobody but the one, like the
Jesuits In Rome, can control anything.

Q. That Is what you call the complication!
A. Yes, sir; that Is what I call complication.

C-- That Is what, you call Twcedlsm! A.
Yes, sir. There was a cqnmon error all over
the United States that this complicated system
was perfect.

H. iou.ininK toe engineer in charge ought
Lhavehad control of all these thtnra? A.

tsfrfoot exactly. Of course, I think, the-
engineer in cnarge ougm ta nave cnarge 01 tne
contracts, Instead of having a bureau forit;
mere is not tne least aouDt aooui it. 1 tniuk
It wrong, for Instance, if a property-cler- k buys
the material and pays two prices for it 00 ac-

count of his not being acquainted with the ma-
terial. I think the engineers know more of the
prices of the value of the material than the
clerk does.

0. You think the enslneer would know more
about the prices ol material than any proDertv- -
clerk! A. Tes,

Mr. Mattlngly. That would depend very
much upon who was the engineer and who was
the property .clerk, wouldn't It! No response.

Q. I will read you from the Investigation of
.A. t . '. .. t ... . . ..
isis wnat was saia tnere aooui Air. Bncpnenrg
connection with Mr. Tweed, which is the source
of all your knowledge from which you are tes--
uiying nerc.

Q. Yon stated the other day that you had never
seen Mr. Tweedt A. 1 did.

14. win you loot at that paper and If It re-
freshes your memory? The paper examined by
the witness.

"February 21. 1S72.
"Mr Dear Sir: Since I wrote you this morning
have beenlnrormed that Mr. Shepherd did once

call on me. In company with a committee, and
that I directed the chief clerk of the department

publlo works, of which I was then a commis-
sioner, to show him the workings of the depart-
ment and forms, which he did. The matter

la. I wrtln thll th!tt VAit mnr IrnAw .tiIImv
relation with Mr. S. Yours, 4.0.

"W. ai. twxsd.
ircn. i. ureen, et7."
A. 1 don't soo that It lefreihes my recollection

any. I said all that I had to say on the second
examination, vlt, that a friend of mino took me
as 1 was pAisintr up uroaaway, to tne engineer's
office, and showed me the forms.some of which
were given me. 1 never saw Tweed; never was
Introduced to him: never asked to be introduced
to him. J had! should hava no hesitation In
saying so.

Bv Mr. Chandler. CI. Did tou hare anv corres
pondence with hunt A. Never.

ti.)
Now, that Is all the testimony relating to

the connection between Mr. Shepherd and Mr.
Tweed, and upon that you base your broad as-

sertion that this system ou which this District
government has been carried on Js a system of
Tweeuumr At it la this complicated system, 1
mean to say.

Q. You understand what Is ordinarily meant
by Twcedlsm. at this time do you not! A. I
can say at one time, when Mr. Shepherd went
to New York, because it was so very compli
cated, It was believed that It Was perfect, fdo
not refer 10 it in any odious way. 1 mean to
sav when Mr. SheDherd went to New York, all
over the United States this system, g fraught
with- - mischief,, was, admired because It waa
complicated. ' " r

Q. I asked you Just now if you did nottra-- -
aersianu wnat 13 usually meant at mia time
oy Awccuuuir lyvuuegs pausing.

q.. Do you or do 'you: not! A. I say-- of

coarse you know I did not say Twcedlsm-- . I
think the record, will .show that I said the sys-

tem which had been Introduced by Mr. Wil-

liam M.Tweed, In New York.
Q. Do you or do you know'what is now

generally understood as the system of William
M. Tweed! What would yen suppose anybody
herein this court' room would Infer from your
itatement that this system was organized on
the basis of the system or William M.Tweed,
or was copied alteKttaV tystem.li A. I. stated
In many mailers! I spoke of the machiner-y-
doing the business. '

V. veryweiifinejnacninery aoing ine ous-(nt-

What would you Infer the audience In
this room 'would j infer ifrom that that state-
ment!. A.'I do not know what the audience
would infer. I would say again! what I com
plain of Is the great complication.

the samo to James A. Magruder. treasurer orhad escaped my recollection, and 1 have now
the.Board oi Public Works, as soon as may ha sl'gbteit recollection of 11, but presume It Is

your
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iQeltupderstand tbatAI have qualified
my assertion.

Q. It IVa very plain question, It seems'M
meandL think you It,-a- T do
not much care how you answer It, only I want
an answer. "Do ou t. know what la at
this time generally understood by. a system
organized or copied alter the system of William
M. Tweed?- - A. Qualified aa I have It, who-
ever can, or wants to understand, will find that
the complaint la of this great comohcatlon,
where you cannot fasten the responsibility
upon anybody.

Q. It was not qualified at the time yon made
the statement! A. I think I did qualify It.

1 Mr. Mattlngly. Oh, no; I will, put th'ia ques-
tion to you: Do you mean to aay that this sys-
tem was organized here, or copied after the
system adopted by Tweed In New York, for
purposes of corruption anerfraud! A. No, sir;
1 aia not mean anytnmg iiae mat.

Q. Do you know of fraud or corruption on
the part of the Board of Public Works! A. I
anow 01 gross neglect; a nave never saia mat
there was any fraud.

Q. Do you know of any corruption or fraud
on the part of the Board of Public Works of
tee ixstricti A. ho, sir; 1 do not. certainly
not.

Q. Do you know of any grosser neglect than
cchifylnff to vouchers, as you have, without

(.knowing of their contents, or as you say you
navei a. 1 nave reportea to you now 1 signed
those vouchers.

Q. I sm not asking you about that. I am
asking yon whether you know of any case of
grosser neglect man mat, pyanyotner mem-b- er

of the Board of Public Works! Witness
pausing. After a brief pause witness says:
A. I 3o not admit this was any neglect-I-
any shape or form. Of course the matter waa
done so off-ba- that indeed' I was only aware
that I had to.' sign those vouchers which; had
come irom our omce but indeed it was more
than I thought ",

Q. Ifrae your duty, as head of the depart-
ment! to sign tbcm, was and very proper
luryuu iuuo soi a. vreu, 11 mo worjc had
been done m onr department, I could verv well
have signed those vouchers; but, as it was,
everybody will see it was absolutely impossible
to know what it was. It was brought, you
Hiiuw, uy inese assistants.

Q. Do you know, of any case of grosser neg-
lect than that! If so, detail the fact. A. It
was certainly grosser neglect to ask me to do
those things.

Q. You think it was grosser neglect for
anybody to ask you do those things than for
you to do them! A. Certainly.

Q. And that la your Instance of grosser neg-
lect! A. I signed those papers brought to me
by the assistant.

Q. Who asked you to sign those papers! A.
Of course everybody knows that it is indirectly
the Governor.

Q. Who, If anybody else, asked you to sign
them! It must have been somebody directly.
Now, who asked you directly to sign these
Daners! rWitnefl&natMlmr-- l

Q. Did they not come to you as the head of
tne engineering department in the ordinary
course of business of the Board ofPubllc Works!
A. No, not la the ordinary course of business,
because the ordinary course of business was to
keep the Government measurement concealed
from us.

Q. The ordinary course of business was to
keep the Government measurements concealed
from you! A. Yes, sir. I did not know any.
thin;: at all about them.

Q. It was not concealed from vou when thev
were submitted to you by the pile which was
exhibited to you a little while ago and signed
by Joa was it! A. The Government measure-
ment on which money was obtained I bad no
knowledge of until I saw it In the Governor's
answer. .

Q. I have already shown you where vour
name waa signed for upward of a million of
aouarsi a. 1 nave testified the first day this
is a case.

Q. Now; you return to that constantlv. that
the measurements of Government property
were concealed from yon because the measure
ments upon which the money waa obtained
were not signeaoyyou. is that it I Ai No,
sir: because I did' not know at all what I waa
doing

Q. Wero not measurements on which the
money waa obtained measurement muta hv
General Babcock. with which vour office had
nothing- - to do! A. I have made statements
already in regard to that.

Q. Do you know of any other casesof grosser
neglect ou the part of members of tho board
than the signing of these estimates for the
measurements of Government work, without
knowing what was in them! Witness pauses.

O. Anv other cases of erosser neglect than
that! A. Certainly.

Q. Let us have them. A. I have stated this
was asked from me as a mere clerical matter.

Q. What was! A. An assistant, paid (3,600
a year, had brought those papers there, and it
seems, as a clerical matter, for the purpose of
gaining more confidence In Congress, my sig-
nature was asked.

Q. Then the assistant brought von these Da.
pers on the 12th of November. You kept
them for eight days, and returned them, each
one signed by you. And now you come here
and say you returned them, after eight days,
with your signature, with a long letter accom-
panying them, explanatory of them, and giv-
ing an abstract of them, and that it waa a
mere clerical matter on your part, and sub-mitt-

to you, and that you signed them with,
out consideration. Now. can vou Indicate anv
other cases of grosser neglect on the part of
memoers 01 tne noara 01 jruoiic works than
that! A. I wish to gay these papers were for
a week, to the best of my knowledge, there.
They were Just as I stated repeatedly they
wero brought to me In order to have a proper
shape.

Q. Was It not nrorjer that thev shanM ha
brought to you? I have understood your com.
plaints all along were that you knew nothing
about this Government property; that Ou
were not consulted about It; that you had no
opportunity to inspect the measurements. A.
That Is co.

Q. Now", you say that they were hrousht to
you for your signature. Day before vestcrdav.
you said you had not signed anything, and that
you knew nothing about Government measure
ments, ana mat you were not responsiuc for
them In any way. A.I still say so,

Q. I understand that, notwithstanding all
these facts staring you In the face, your com-plai- nt

was you were not consulted. Now.lt
appears you were consulted. You say these
papers were brought to you. I ask you whether
It was not the proper and correct thing that
these papers should be bromrht to von for vour
signature! Oughtthey not to have been signed.
oyyoui a. les, sir; they ought to have been
signed, by me, but they ought to have been
prepared under my direction, so .that j could
finally sign them.

Q. You knew that when you signed them!
A. Yes, sir; I did.

Q. Why did you sign them ! A. Because out
of accommodation to the Governor.

Q. Do you mean to say the Governor asked
you to sign them I A. Official courtesy.

Q. Now I put the question again to yon. I
have not been able to get an answer yet. Do
you know of any other grosser neglect than
that ! A. I do not admit it Is any case of gross
neglect at all.

Q. That is your answer. A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you mean to be understood as saying

that the engineer's office is not a subordinate
omce to the Board of Public Works I A. The
engineer's office fa, of coarse, a braneh of the
iwaraoi ruoiic works

Q. Is not It a subordinate office of the Board
of Public Works! A. It is a Dart of It.

Q. Is it any more a part of it than the audi
tors omce, or the superintendent of assess
ments- - omce, or the superintendent of prop-
erty! A. It is no comparison at all. Ihe
engineer's office la the office.

u. In vouroolnion theenMneer'nnfflrffUlho
office of dignity under the Board of Public
Works ! A. It Is the proper Place in the" office
waere improvements are carried on. Of course
11 It is not von esnnnt hav itnrrf.

Q. Tou have alluded t'jrouchout vour testi
mony to the feet that tho vice president of the
Doara aetaiiea air. uertlv 10 measure work
done by John O.Evans and Albert Gleason. Is
mat soi A. 1 believe i have answered the
question.

Q. Tou have alluded to that throughout your
testimony on day before yesterday! A. I be-
lieve so.

Q. Was Mr. Oertly detailed by tho vice presi-
dent to make any other measurements of work
done by these gentlemen than such as related
to the Washington canal! A. Tes, sir; to the
best of my knowledge.

Q. What! A. I have here three vouchers,
aggregating (371.736; I found the last one of
them on the book, B. Oertly, deputy engineer.
But I find from the annual report that, against
my Instructions, the auditor passed these bills
without my signature, and the treasurer, of
course, paid the money on them.

Q. la that an answer to mv auestlon! A.
Yes, sir; these contain other work than the
canai.

Q. I mean by the canal, the canal and tba
Streets having immediate connection with the
filling of the canal. A. This Is Farragut
squsrc, Scott's statue, flagging complete;

Tork avenue to B street it Is all the work of
Mr. Evans, and I wish to be allowed to
say

Q. Do vou mean to sav that Mr. Oertlv wax
detailed by the vice president of the board to
maice tnoee- - measurements! A. 1 asked him
about it when I found the list

Q. Just answer my question. Do vou mean
4a avat kaA vwcj'tAA Ajaek SltAi 1IC A. jiw ..e,ucv. uuu umu, iuu jaj. vertiy waa
detailed by the vice president of the Board, of
runiic w or its to maite these measurements to
which you havo alluded! 'A. Uu to Informed
me.

q. You swear to thattA. When I repri-
manded htm for It

Q. Swear to that! A. When I rmrlninlnl
him-fo- r lt,-h- e told me he eould not be blamed;
thal-h- dldit under orders-o- f the government.
In ose case, I believe, and I think In all cases.
However,MrMattIngly,that waa one of the
mlxed-u- p measurements thai I did not know
exactly-how-

. it wui '
y. Massachusetts avenue andP-stre-et circle!

At Mainly all Government work. It refers to
work, as lsy,inlhe aggregate t37i,jrStT.93.

"Q. You had nothing to do with that work!
a. xi o. sir.

Q. Nothing with thejneasurement of it!. A
It was done -

Qr What did you have to dturitb: it! A, To
make out the final vonchers afterward; but
this voucher here which waa passed in this ir-
regular, way, I .mean to say I do not mean to
say there waa any fraud In It. It waa most
likely more, for the purpose of getting hold of
money very iMtryou. uov, ana nanng tne
partial estimate. I mean to say that I nad af-
terward In order to baverthis thing correct, to
make a final voucher for this, and these final
vouchers were mainly copies of these here.
That Is, In fact,, how I found out.

O. The final vouchers which you say you
made were copies of the partial vouchers! A.
Tes. sir.

Q. Is that your way of doing business! A.
a naa Jdr. xiarney to go over it, ana aner air.

IBamey had measured it and I had looked at It
of course that is the way of doing; business
V. Btate whether that is signea oy you. a.

Under me the voucher of
Q. Jnst answer me that question whether

tail is youraignstnre: A. 1 lial is tne iinai
voucher I had reference to, signed by Mr. Bar.
ney sua myseu.

Q. Final voucher of what! A. OfFarragut
square work done by J. O. Evans.

q. That Includes all the partial estimates!
A. Tes, sir. Jn Justice to myself I would re--
5uestthe voucher of September 1,1873, for

to be brought in, and then I
can explain.

Mr. Mattlngly. Any one you desire. The
following Is the voucher referred to relating to
Farragut square: ..

Pavementtfer stStvalkt ant carrtogetoagi.
WasbijToto, D. O.. September 30, 1873.

Board of Publlo Works, D, O.,
To John. O. Evans, Dr.

13,733 sonars teet offlaiaiagfercroiiins:
laid, at cents per loot, - ' - - A?i3 40
1; hereby certify that 1 hava measured and In.

rpectedthework-done-b- John O. Evans on the
Improvement of Farragut square, (between and

streets,) In squares , embraced in the
account, which wort-wa- s dona unacr the

order of the Board or Publfe Works, (contract
No. ,)and find it correct as to quantity and
quality, and that tha work has been done and
material famished as per contract and speclhca- -
UOni. . UIUI. XlAK2fKT,

Aitlitant Ijiglaeer.
Bated September 30, 1873.
Approved September 30, 1873.
Adolf Cluss, Engineer II. P W. In charge.

1 certify that the foregoing bill la correct In
form, and that the prices are Recording to contract,
and is therefore audited In the sum of .

, Auditor. P B. W.T..- - ,M
S8S0. B. P. W vol. 4, 1873. Cerf. No. 4589.

Account 138 B. K W, vol. , 1874. Pavements
ror sidewalks and carriageways, bepteinber 30,
isij. jonn u. 0111, ior worK aono on

(between and streets.lt .

Final measurement. Respectfully referred to B.
P. W.for traniLnlttal to auditor. Adolf CIuis.
engineer In charge. October 4, 1873. Kespect- -
luiiy reierrea to ino auaiior. xiwaza jounson,
assistant secretary. 10, e, 13.

q. Is this signed by you! handing witness
joun u. Avana' dui ior wors done on
circle. A. That Is what I have stated the
final vouchers I have signed.

q. Are these final vouchers false! A. No,
sir.

q. Are they correct! a. To the best of my
information and belief.

q. And they include the partial vouchers, do
thev not!

The Chairman. The final voucher of the
circle is signed by Mr. Barney and Mr.

iuss.
Mr. Mattlngly. Tes. sir.

The following is the voucher for
circle .j

Pavements for sidewalks and carriageways.
WashixotO't, D. Ci September 3.', U73.

Board or Publlo Works, D. a.
To John O. Evans, Dr.

laid, at 60 cents per toot ..... (10,494 00

I hereby certify that I havo measured and In-

spected the work done by John O. Evans on the
iiuprnvemem 01 circle, (oeiwecn - ana

streets,) In squares embraced In the fore-
going account, which work was don under tho
order of tho Board ot Publlo Works, (contract

. ,jana una it correct as to quantity ana
quality, and that the work has been done and
material and labor tarnished as pir contract and
fpcfclncatious. Cms.- - E; $aixv.Dated Sept. 30, 1873. Aniltant Engineer.

Approved Sept. 30,1373.
Adolf Ctrss,

Engineer B. I". W.. In charge,
I certify tnat tha forgoing hill Is correct

and that the prices are according to contract, and
is therefore audited In the sum ol

Dated , 1874 Auditor, B. P. W.
Cert. No. . Account 1,340, B. P. W.. vol.

, 1874. Pavements for lido walks and carriage-
ways. Sept. 30, 1873. John O. Evans' bill for
work dona on circle, bet. and
streets,! . Final measurement. Vou. 46U9, '73.

Indorsed: Cert. No. , Account B. P.W.
. Vol. , 1874. Pavements

and carriageways. Sept, 30. 1873. Jnu. O.
Evans' bjll ror work done on circle. Ileal
measurement. Vou. 4699. 73.

The Witness. Since the chairman asked" the
question, I will explain the working of our of
fice. Mr. Oertly having been detailed to meas-
ure the work of Mr. Evans, Mr. Oertly meas-
ured It, and in this case again Mr. Barney, as a
courtesy to an assistant in the office, who is
equal with him, signed the voucher and the
measurement of Mr. Oertly. The measure-
ment is Mr. Oertly's. I can show you at' once
it Is copied from the partial voucher, which I
will have brought in.

By Mr. Mattlngly r Q. Wasn't it your duty,
when you were making out a final voucher to
be signed by yourself and Mr. Barney, to see
that the proper amount of work alone was al-

lowed, and proper rates allowed for it, to see
that It was correct! A. Certainly.

Q. Did you do that! A. I have explained
that before. I have not understood it. There
are a great number oi vouchers that I have to
sign. I generally go over them. I would see
that they were generally correct.

Q. Here is a bill of John O. Evans for the
triangular reservation west of the cir
cleupwards of 1 10,000 signed by Adolf
ciuss ana Jir. iiarney. a. That is signea by
Mr. Barney and myself. It Is a final voucher.
This Is measured by Mr. Oertly, and, therefore,
as far as accuracy is concerned, a sample now.

By Judge Black: Q. Was It correct! A. O,
yes!

U. Is that truei A. u, yes: 1 have stated so
upon the outset.

Mr. Mattlngly.. ue has said that everything
signed by Mr. Barney and himself is correct.

Q. Here Is another triangular reservation
west of circle final measurement. Is
that ahrned by Mr. Barney and yourself! A.
Tes, sir. This Is a copy ot the other. These
figures are inserted in the auditor a oincc.
Now, it Is very clear L. sent two vouchers
down one foots up 411,000 and the
other K,wu. . mm will, need explanation.

After examining two touchers. There, 1

have got them now. Laughter. Here, the
first time I saw this voucher, (referring to un-
audited voucher of John O. Evans for Mount
Vemonfiquare,) it was $1.24 a square foot of
fligglng23,760 square yards. Here was a
voucner, ireiernng to auaitea voucher.) made
All t ! naiila Ytf tx m 1 m CO OTi4 TThuVi 4tt OtAbJ DUIU lUdCBVeMUVa XtUlCa
In the second voucher, 11,700 is taken out, and
then afterward . Well, ypu see, that is
yuo Ul IUU UUJCCUUUS WJ lUC UlllS IKlUg IClb HI
the engineer's office In blank. Instead of the
auditor auditing he made the bills. .Here la
one of the Irregularities.

inc unairman. nease explain me voncners.
Tbe.witncsa proceeds to do so to the'Chair- -

man.
The Chairman (after litcn!nr to exDlana.

Hon of the witness:) There are two items
there; one. Item u at $1.23, which was re
duced oy somcDoay to cu cents.

The Witness. No, 60 cents first, and then
afterward Increased to $1.23.

Mr. Morris (clerk.) No, It was Just the re-
verse ofthat.

The Chairman. It was made out at 11.23
and reduced to CO cents, another item of the
same time; and the final voucher that went to
the auditor Is the reduced voucher.

Mr. .Morris (clerk.) I ask leal c of the com-

mittee to make a statement right here.
The Chairman. Ceruiply.
Mr. Morris. " I wish to say that the 1,237 feet

of granite curb In this bill th.it Mr. Cluss re-

fers to was put In at $1.12, that including the
price of the curb; bat it bcin; ascertained that
the curb belonged to tho board, the contractor
was consequently not entitled to receive pay
for It, and therefore was allowed, when the
account was audited, only thirty cents, the
price of setting. It made a difference of $1.12
a foot ou 1,2U7 feet ofcurb.

By the" Chairman: Q. (To tho witness)
Turn to that, voucher, and you will find vour
signature Is ou the back and on tho fauj of it.

Witness. It always left my office in blank.
I hae explained to the committee that all this
money on these vouchers was mscrtedln the
audltorVomce.

?. 10u.Btale.tbat the amounts In mrnnv nr
affiled to those vouchers after thev foft m,.r
office! A- - Yes, sir; Invariably.

let, sir.
O. Therefore thA rprfffi.atfan fie.nn. Ant

is slmplv.,.. a. verification
.

ofT miMtm--m,-i.n- i ....n,i
quaniuieai- - A. res, sir.

8ay, a moment ,yStun you oDjectea to that methodl A.

Q. You thought the engineer's office ought
to also have some verification as to the amounts
paid! A. Yes, sir. Since the 1st or January I
have succeeded in hivlrur a change made in
thla respect I now . especially certify that I
have measured and inspected the work, and
tnat sueu work was done up under the ocaer
of the Board of Public Works under contract

No. 70,093, for instance and that I find it
correct as to quantity ana quality; tnat mc
work has been done, and tho material and
labor furnished, as per contract and speclnca- -
lions.

Q. That It your certificate! A. Yes, sir.
Q. As to quantity and quality! A. Tes, tin

The paper la then tent to the auditor after,
ward, who certtflsrto the price In addition to
what the engineer. hasdone before.

Bv Mr. Stanton: Q- - State where the rates
were taken from when they wero stated In the
abdltlngof the account!

Mr, Mattlngly. They were taken from the
contract, of course.
1 The Witness. The contract docs not mention
the rates generally.

Mr. Mattlngly." Doesn't it! In most cases It
Is the board p'ricet, and then In 'foma cases

aiterwaid the contract states the price the;
board prices.

Q. Voa think the prices ou;riit to be fixed r

office, where ' the quantity and quality is
fixed! A. Yes, sir.

Q..And hot In the auditor's office! A. Ye,
sir; the auditor afterward should look over It.
to see if it Is correct.

Q. Does he fix the rate, or tako those estab-
lished by the board in some cases, and In other
rases the rates fixed by the contract where

rate is fixed! A. Tes, sir; this la Just
the complicated business that I am complain-
ing of, and it requires. In my opinion, the co-

operation of the engineer, and cannot be done
by mere clerks.

q. State whether the auditor undertakes to
establish the rates, or merely takes the rates
fixed by contracts when it Is so established

and in other cases the rates are fixed
by the board! A. It seems he frequently
establishes the prices, for I Unci In the testj.
mony of the board here, that when the price)
of Hi cents a square yard of flagglngwajr' estab-
lished, they undertook to pay 90 cents, because:
he thought the engineer had forgotten some-
thing. I do not think he had a right to think
so.

By Mr. Mattlngly: q. In that very case hsS"
not you given the details which made up that
81 cents, and did It calculate anything for haulf
A. If there ta nagging.

q. Just answer my question. I do not wanfc
you ta go into details about Sagging, Just now;
you have alluded to that. I just want you to
answer that question, whether you did not fix
that price of tH cents! A. There waa haul In it.

Q. Tou tay now that the hard was lncludeot
in that 8t cents I . A. For sure.

Q..A1L right! A. Mo6t positively; because
50 cents includes the price of haul from New
York to Washington, and from, the vrnarf to '

the place-- By
Mr. Black : Q. Were the contracts made

by Mr.'Er&ns paid according to the work actu-
ally done ! A. Tes sir:

re was no false measurement for him I
Ai No, slrnot to the best of my knowledge.

q. Those measurements were made by your
assistants A. Tes, sir.

Q.- - They were properly and accurately made,
as far as ypu know? A. Yes, tir; so far as I
know.

q. And you certified them to be properly and
accurately made ! A. Yes, sir.

q. The certificates that you made in those
cases were not negligently made. A. No, tir.

Q. You did not merely close your eyes ana-sig-

the mat somebody's request, without know
lug whether they were true or false! You
made the proper Investigation before you signed
them! A. Certainly; yes, sir; for sure. Wbere-ev- er

I have regular business I do that always.
Q. The work was paid for at fair and proper

prices, wag it not, always! A. I would not
tay so. The prices were excessive.

Q. His work waa paid for at proper prices!
A. I say some of the prices were excessive.

Q. How did they come to be paid excessively;
by blnnderl A. I do not know.

Q. By a blunder or a fraud! A. I do not
know.

Q. Tou do not know! A. One dollar and
twenty-flv- e cents-pe- r square foot for flagging. is
more than I ever gave before, you know, ana
this is one of tha vouchers which you have
just shown me upon Mount Vernon square.

Q. How were the prices established for that
square! A. I request the counsel for the Dis-
trict to show you. I do not know.

q. I am not counsel for the District, but I
will show you nevertheless.

Mr. Black. Mr. Evans addressed a letter on
the 11th of May, 1873, to the board, requesting;
that the price be established. Mr. Adolf Class
answers that, when the subject Is referred to
him, by fixing the price.

Mr. Wilson. Please give me the date of that.
Mr. Black. Certainly, tir. May 11, 1S73.
The Witness. That don't touch the point.
Mr. Black. Eighty-fou- r cents. Tou will

find It onpagelttfd. To say there, "I esti-
mate It a fair cost." And then you give tho
Items, amounting in the whole to tH cents.

The Witness. I have explained before that
this was one of the cases. I. requested that
.this voucher be brought here. This- - price Is la
Mr. Oertly's handwriting. Mr. Oertly fixed
that price.

Q. And then you did not sign this! A. Yes,
I did sign It; and I told the committee the
other day that this Is In fact, In my every-da- y

business,- - the only point where I know, wbero
I have, perhaps, not done my full duty In Jook-in- -r

close enough. But this don't coerthef
case. I have asked for the order iu which.
$1.23 was established per square toot for Sag-
ging. You spoke of 81 cents, and spoke of
$1.23.

Q. Was not this the price that Mr. Evana
got SI cents! A. Will the counsel be kind
enouich to show mo the voucher for Mount
Vernon square! It is $1-2- 1 believe.

y. jook at this, (banding witness paper.
Bead that letter. Witness read aloud as fol-

lows:
Saw Yobs, April 23, 1873.

: We have a lot of selected blue-sto- ne

naiicln-r-
, say about twenty to twenty-Hre- f

thousand reet, from two and a hair to four lneq
thick even rour feet lengths and from two and
four tweinhs feet to four feet wide, planed ta am
even surface, such as is used here fur nrsteiass
work. 1

Wa will deliver the lime to you on wharf.
w asmntfton, if. u., at sevency.uve cenu per
square ioou Deltverr to be complete within
thirty days. Awaiting your repiy.

Wa are. very respectfully, your
obedient servants , Vas Uou-i- t et llao-tHi--

Utn. Board of Publla Work. WaihinatOH, 1). (7--
Q.

Now please read the Indorsement!
Witness reads the indorsement, as follows:

Indoneraenl.
Bohi or Public Wonxs,- -

DlSTRICT Or CAI.LHHIA V

TfAtmsuTO-r- , AprU 3, 1373. )
Ke.'pcctfull 7 referred tohe enslneer In charge

for report. This will be necessary for the
circle, ir tho price is a proper one.

By order of the board. Edward JonKso-v- ,
Chief Clerk.

Q. Now read the order to Van Brunt &
Bro., bacd on that. .Witness read as fol
lows..

Hoard or Prstio
AJISTaiCT CI l CLUMB1A, 1Oxytleueti: You are heiftbv reouestcd to t

to this board from titentv to twentv hvo thonsand
reet Of blueitone flagging, frum 2 to 4 Inche
thick, even 4 reet lengths, and from.2 li to 4 feed
whie, and to be deltveradat the wharf in this city
within thirty days, at tercet cenu per square
foot.

By order of the beard.
Edwaed J on.--s oxr

Chief UletlC
Chas. S. Jouisox.

Secretary.
Kt'srs, TaiBmnttBro.t'i South St., Seta IJik.

Truo copy:
O. Look at the Indorsement on the lower

part of that paper, and read It.
( witmsa reaas as ioiiows.j

The circle Is completed; otherwise the '
price Is reasonable; if quality Is at represented-- it

will cost us only about 14 cents addition. pr
linear fool forjolntlng. ADOLf Clcss.

Q. Is that In Mr.Oertly's handwriting of
yours! A. That is in mine.

y. is mo signature yoursi a. iee,eir,
O. How much docs that make a foot! A.

This refers to extra-thic- k flagging, and this
niALes ft 75 cents, and then, afterward. IS
cents, which makes It up to 00.

By Governor Shepherd: Q. Add your price
here 31 cents flxed by you upon this date- -
Doesn't It make It $1 JUl A. I wish to see ihT
detail. No, It don't make $11.

By Mr. Mattlngly: q. Ninety cents and? 3
cens don't make $1.24!

The Witness. There Is St cents; taking out
the wind Is G cents, jointing Is 10 cents 13
cents la Included in the & cents, and, there-"fo- re

By Mr. Black: q. Now, If the prices paid to
Mr. Evans were too high, that was a wrong;
against the public, waa it not! A. I think it
was.

q. If the public was wronged by the pay-
ment of those prices to h!iu,who permitted
the wrong! A. The party who awarded tho
$1.25.

q. Who awarded him, tho party who fixed
the prices, was It col! The otllcer who fixed
the prices muat have been tlu: person that did
the wrong against the public, If ho fixed them,
too high! A. The ofCcLr who fixed the $1.2

; aud I claim that these Azures here do not
add up $1 25; and I claim further that this Is
extra thick flagging; from. 2J to i Inches,
thick; while this noggin; was mainly common,
thin flagging and not llagirin or extra thick-
ness.

q. Do you mean to say you sre responsible
for the adjustment of thcrs prices! A. For-tli-e

$1.25 1 am not responsible. It is more
than I havo allowed you know.

. q. How much more?
"The Witness. Will you allow me

this up! That is plain B.ijuin0'. That Is mach-

ine-work hugging, so It is not in the circles.
This flagging In front of the Patent Office and
Put Office nowlsayifthlsprlcoof 3 cents
which 1 have asked for the original youchex
for In.these prices Is taking out wind:

Mr. Stanton. Is there any difference hi. tha
thickness! A. Yet, sir; this la extra-- thick;
flagging.

q. wnat uuie caiiuu mere; irom, s
to4inches7 A. Yes, sir.

q. What was the thickness of Mr. Evana'
flagging! -- His contract calls for two Inches!
thick, to far aa I remember; not less than two
inches thick.

By Mr. Black: Q. The trouble It here: If
you approved all these prices before the. work
was done, and afterward approved the bill fat
doing them at those prices, how do von neeonnft
for. It unless they wtre really right! A. 8v--
eniy mo tenia is me price ior extra thickness.
and plain flagging here It is cot for the com-
mon flagging.

Q. Did you not approve of the charge of
$1.31 for the work! A. No. sir.
Ji Q. Tou never dkl! A. Well, I cannot flguro-JTn-

that way.
Q. One dollar and twenty four eents'jdidn'l!

you approve of that as the total price for doing
thatwork! A. No.slr-.JdldxiQ- t.

Q. Tou never did! A. No, sir. Iv Q. Is this-yon- f handVwrituurr la not that nn
approval of that price. A.-- This Is again ono
of the bills that lea my office. in. bUnk.

Q. Then you mean to say that paper is at
fraudulent paperasd that your name was goa
to It-- wlthoutyoar. knowing Jt! A. Lbelievo- -

A
th. committee, understand whatX have said
that this name was here before those nrieeav
were Inserted.

vU


